Technical pitfalls encountered in PCR quantification using microsatellites.
Quantitative PCR has proved useful for different purposes, including the detection of particular genetic changes, such as deletions and duplications in several inherited disorders. Using patients with the known duplication mutation for Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease Type 1A as examples, the importance of selecting informative microsatellite loci and proper electrophoretic conditions so as to eliminate potential sources of error in quantitative PCR studies is discussed.